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Preface 

A
s a prospective graduate student concerned with professionaJ advancement, you know 

the importance of using good tools and drawing on solid research. In this Twenty-first 

Edition of Barron's GRE, we offer you both. 

This revision contains the fruits of our close study of the 2011 changes to the GRE General 

Test. We have scrutinized hundreds of actuaJ GRE questions, traced dozens of GRE reading 

passages to their sources, anaJyzed subsets of questions by order of difficuJty and question 

type. We have gone through all the topics in the anaJyticaJ writing section, categorizing the 

actuaJ issues you will encounter on your test and anaJyzing the argument passages, pinpoint­

ing their logicaJ flaws. In the process, we have come up with the following features, which 

shouJd make this Twenty-first Edition particularly helpfuJ to you: 

TYPICAL GRE QUESTIONS ANALYZED 

We wiJl take you step by step through more than 1,000 practice verbaJ and mathematicaJ 

questions that simulate actual GRE questions, showing you how to solve them and how to 

avoid going wrong. 

TESTING TACTICS 

We provide you with dozens of proven testing tactics that will help you attack the different 

types of questions on the GRE. 

HIGH-FREQUENCY WORD LIST 

This edition contains a newly revised 320-word High-Frequency Word List-320 criticaJ 

words from abate to zealot that have occurred and recurred on actual published GREs-plus 

Barron's GRE Master Word List, your guide to the level of vocabulary expected of graduate 

school students. 

COMPREHENSIVE MATHEMATICS REVIEW 

We present you with extensive mathematicaJ review of all the topics that you need to know. 

This is especiaJly valuable for college students and adults who haven't taken math since high 

school. 
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GRE·MODELED TESTS 

We have created for you a Diagnostic Test that will enable you to pinpoint your areas of weak­

ness right away and concentrate your review on subjects in which you need the most work, 

plus two Model Tests, all with answers completely explained, that in format, difficulty, and 

content echo today's GRE. Two additional tests are on the accompanying CD-ROM (optional). 

COMPUTER GRE UPDATE 

In this edition we will introduce you to the latest version of the computer-based GRE-and, 

along with the accompanying CD-ROM (optional), explain everything you need to know about 

how to take the computerized GRE. 

ANALYTICAL WRITING UPDATE 

We provide you with an introduction to the GRE analytical writing section, familiarizing you 

with the range of topics covered and giving you helpful hints on how to write clear, cogent 

essays in no time at all.

This Twenty-first Edition once more upgrades what has long been a standard text. It 

reflects the contributions of numerous teachers, editors, and coaches, and the dedication of 

the staff at Barron's. It also reflects the forensic and rhetorical skills of Lexy Green, Director of 

Debate at the College Preparatory School, to whom we owe special thanks. We, the authors, 

are indebted to all these individuals for their ongoing efforts to make this book America's 

outstanding GRE study guide. 

x GRE 



Timetable for a Typical Computer-Based 

Graduate Record Examination 

TOT AL TIME: 4 HOURS 

Section Time Allowed Description 

Analytical Writing 

60 minutes 
Essay 1: Giving one's perspective on an issue 

Essay 2: Analyzing an argument 

(30 minutes each) 

1-minute break

Verbal Ability 

2 30 minutes 
6 text completion questions 

5 sentence equivalence questions 

9 reading comprehension questions 

1-minute break

Quantitative Ability 

3 35 minutes 
8 quantitative comparison questions 

9 discrete quantitative questions 

3 data interpretation questions 

10-minute break

Verbal Ability 

4 30 minutes 
6 text completion questions 

5 sentence equivalence questions 

9 reading comprehension questions 

l·minute break 

Quantitative Ability 

5 35 minutes 
7 quantitative comparison questions 

10 discrete quantitative questions 

3 data interpretation questions 

l·minute break 

6 30 or 35 minutes 
Experimental Section 

a third verbal or quantitative section 

NOTE: Sections 2 through 6 can come in any order-for example, Section 2 could 

be a Quantitative Ability section and the Experimental Section could be any section 

except Section 1. Although the Experimental Section will not count in your score, it 

will look identical to one of the other sections-you won't know which section it is, so 

you must do your best on every section of the test. 
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What You Need to Know 

About the GRE 

AN OVERVIEW OF THE COMPUTER-BASED GRE GENERAL TEST 

T
he GRE General Test is an examination designed by the Educational Testing Service (ETS) 

to measure the verbal, quantitative, and analytical writing skills you have developed in 

the course of your academic career. High GRE scores strongly correlate with the probability 

of success in graduate school: the higher you score, the more likely you are to complete your 

graduate degree. For this reason, many graduate and professional schools require applicants 

to take the GRE General Test, a test now given only on computer. (They may also require you 

to take a GRE Subject Test in your particular field. Subject Tests currently are available in 14 

fields.) 

The computer-based GRE General Test you take will have five or six sections. There will 

always be 

• one Analytical Writing section composed of two 30-minute tasks (60 minutes)

• two 20-question Verbal Ability sections (30 minutes each)

• two 20-question Quantitative Ability sections (35 minutes each)

In addition, there may be 

• an unidentified Experimental Section, which would be a third verbal or quantitative

section

Occasionally, there may be 

• an identified optional research section (but not if there is an Experimental Section)

The verbal section measures your ability to use words as tools in reasoning; you are tested 

not only on the extent of your vocabulary but on your ability to discern the relationships that 

exist both within written passages and among individual groups of words. The quantitative 

section measures your ability to use and reason with numbers and mathematical concepts; 

you are tested not on advanced mathematical theory but on general concepts expected to 

be part of everyone's academic background. The mathematics covered should be familiar to 

most students who took at least two years of math in a high school in the United States. The 

writing section measures your ability to make rational assessments about unfamiliar, ficti­

tious relationships and to logically present your perspective on an issue. 

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT THE GRE 3 

1 



8. If a+ 2b = 14 and Sa+ 4b = 16, what is the
average (arithmetic mean) of a and b?

9. In the figure below, equilateral triangle ABC

is inscribed in circle 0, whose radius is 4.
Altitude BD is extended until it intersects the
circle at E. What is the length of DE?
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E 

10. In the figure below, three circles of radius 1
are tangent to one another. What is the area of
the shaded region between them?
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11. 

12. 

13. 

Quantity A 

a+b 

QuantityB 

c+d 

In circle 0, BC> CD

Quantity A 

X 

Quantity A 

The number of 
odd positive 
factors of 30 

QuantityB 

y 

Quantity B 

The number of 
even positive 
factors of 30 

QUESTIONS 14-15 REFER TO THE FOLLOWING 
DEFINITION. 

14. 

15. 

{a, b} represents the remainder 
when a is divided by b.

Quantity A 

{103 , 3} 

Quantity B 

{105 , 5} 

c and dare positive integers with c < d.

Quantity A 

{c, d)

QuantityB 

{d, c)


